
cannot be attributed to sloppiness." 

As a follow-up on this conversation, I called Dr. Roger 
McCarthy, who returned my call on October 1 1. McCarthy 
said "We would have loved to have solved it," but "we gave 
it our best shot but could not close the case." In addition, he 
said "We are terribly amused at this concept of 'case closed." 
He explained, unlike Posner, that their research was "a project 
we look on supplied experts for both sides" for the Ameri- 

can Bar Association Mock Trial of Oswald. The result was a 

7-5 vote by the "jury" by any account, according to 

McCarthy, a "hung jury." [171 In the same conversation, 
reacting to my question about my impression that Posner 
seemed to want people to think Failure Analysis did the work 
for him specifically, McCarthy said Posner has "consciously 
attempted to create that image" in his opinion. McCarthy 
offered that "there are bigger problems than the wounds," and 
this "won't be resolved until they find the (JFK's) brain." He 
said they could not duplicate Oswald's alleged marksmanship 
on that day of the assassination and, contrary to Posner's 
contention, that the Mannlicher had "a pretty fair kick." 

It will have to be up to each reader whether, like historian 
William Manchester (and Posner), you believe "there is no 
val idity whatever is tales of conspiracy to assassinate President 
Kennedy," [1 8] or like Harold Weisberg, you believe this book 
"is, without question, the most professionally, intendedly, 
indecently dishonest (book) of them all." [1 9) 

One thing for certain: this will not stop the surge of books 
on the subject, and it has enough flaws to keep knowledgeable 
readers from closing the case. 
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NOTES ON CASE CLOSED 

by 

Cary Mack 

I had high hopes for Gerald Posner and his quest to right the 
many wrongs "researchers" have done to the Kennedy case, 
but he winds up guilty of some of the same charges he levels 
at the buffs. The U.S. News & World Report articles contain 
some of the same misstatements of fact and abbreviations of 
history that plague researchers today. Carolyn Arnold is 
quoted out of context and Gordon Arnold is trashed when 
evidence not included in "The Men Who Killed Kennedy" is 
purposely ignored. 

Posner seems to think official reports are always correct and 
witnesses are wrong when their story is contrary to the lone 
assassin theory. His magic bullet trajectory theory fails 
completely because he has "overlooked" the trajectory con- 
clusions of the entire medical panel of the House Assassina- 
tions Committee: if JFK was sitting upright when shot, then the 
trajectory is slightly upward, but if he was bent over, the 
trajectory would have been slightly downward. (HSCAVol. 7, 
pg. 100) Posner apparently believes Kennedy was bent over 
before getting hit. 

Re-indexing the Warren Report doesn't impress me; when 
you shuffle a deck of cards you still get 52 of them. He's a 
beginner with high hopes and low comprehension, who has 
given history a sham of a book. 


Cary Mack, 4620 Brandingshire PI., Ft. Worth, TX 76133 
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